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SkyTel Corporation ("SkyTel"), by its attorneys and pursuant

to Commission Rule Sections 1.415 and 1.419, respectfully submits

its supporting reply comments in response to the Commission's

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking ("Notice") issued in the above

captioned proceeding.~/ In support, the following is shown:~/

1. SkyTel is the nation's largest provider of nationwide

paging service. This rulemaking proceeding stems from SkyTel's

request for waiver of Sections 22.505(c) (2), 22.506(e), and

22.506(f) (2) of the Commission's rules in order to integrate its

paging facilities on 931.4375 MHz (which is not a network paging

frequency) with its facilities on its authorized network paging

frequency, 931.9375 MHz. Accordingly, SkyTel submits that it is

uniquely positioned to provide the Commission with informed comment

in this proceeding.

1/ See Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 93-116, 8
FCC 2d 2796 (1993).

~/ Pursuant to the Notice, reply comments in this proceeding are
due July 2, 1993. Thus, these Reply Comments are timely
filed.
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2. SkyTel supports those parties commenting1 / in support

of the proposed rule changes that would allow operation of all

transmitters in the 931 MHz band up to a maximum of 3,500 watts

effective radiated power ("ERP") as long as the power increase does

not cause co-channel interference and the proper distance

requirements are met. In its waiver request, SkyTel detailed the

benefits of modifying the height/power requirements and SkyTel's

position in this regard is a matter of public record. Upon review

of the comments in this proceeding to date, SkyTel is pleased to

see that almost all commenters who are paging operators now

generally appreciate the benefits to be realized from the proposed

rule modifications.

3. While SkyTel submits that the competitive "parity"

argument raised by several commenters is misplaced, since such

commenters are not situated similarly to SkyTel, SkyTel nonetheless

supports extension of the proposed modifications to the industry at

large through changes in the Commission's rules.!/ Equally

important, as SkyTel demonstrated in its waiver request, the

subj ect relaxation of the rules would not cause any co-channel

1/ The parties filing comments to date include PacTel Paging,
Paging Division of McCaw Cellular Communications, Inc.,
Telocator, PagePrompt U.S.A., Paging Network, Inc., and the
Utilities Telecommunications Council ("UTC"). With the lone
exception of UTC, all of the commenting parties strongly
support the Commission's proposal.

~/ SkyTel is situated quite differently from any of the
commenters in that SkyTel is the only carrier that has
obtained authorizations to use a non-network 900 MHz frequency
throughout the nation.
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interference to. any other paging systems by transmitting at an ERP

of 3500 watts. SkyTel submits that to the extent that any carrier

can demonstrate that its operation over 900 MHz facilities will not

cause co-channel interference to other carriers, such carrier

should be exempt from all Part 22 restriction designed solely to

protect from co-channel interference. These restrictions include

the height/power provisions at issue in this proceeding as well as

the limitations on the filing of "fill-in" applications embodied in

certain subparts of Section 22.117 of the Commission's rules.

Permitting carriers to operate without the need to comply with

unnecessary restrictions, such as those at issue here and in

Section 22.117 of the rules, will serve the public interest by

making quality paging service available to the public on a more

efficient and rapid basis.

COIICLUSI 011

SkyTel commends the Commission for proposing the modifications

to its rules concerning the power limits for paging stations

operating in the 931 MHz. The benefits provided by these

modifications will contribute to the more efficient provision of

paging services and serve the public interest. Accordingly, SkyTel

supports the Commission's proposed amendments to the Part 22 Rules
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and urges the Commission to continue in this same vein by removing

unnecessary regulatory barriers whenever possible.

Resp
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